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Ecocivilisation Year of Water 2023 and water as a circular system of life 

First Scientific Webinar on “Water Risk Reduction” 

22 Feb 2023, Online, Hosted by Ecocivilisation Secretariat, Slovenia 

 

Date:  Wednesday, 22 Feb 2023 

Time:  10:00am – 11:30am CET, 90 minutes session 

Venue:  Online Virtual,  

Host:  Ecocivilisation Secretariat, Slovenia 

 

Chairperson of the Webinar 
Dr. hc Violeta Bulc 

Founder and Curators of Ecocivilisation (https://www.ecocivilisation.eu/en/) 

 

Moderator 
Drs. Alice Bouman-Dentener, Co-founder of CANSU Global, Vice President of WRTC 

International 

 

Panelists 

1. Mr. Tadashige Kawasaki, Water Resources Management Specialist, Japan Water Agency and 

former Research Fellow of Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI)  

https://www.water.go.jp/honsya/honsya/english/ 

 

2. Mr. Hans Guttman, Executive Director, Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) and 

former CEO of Mekong River Commission (MRC), https://www.adpc.net/ 

  

3. Mr. Dipak Gyawali, Academician of the Nepal Academy of Science and Technology, former 

Minister of Water Resources, Nepal 

 

4. Ms. Kusum Athukorala, SC member of Women for Water Partnership (WfWP), Chair GWP 

South Asia, and Founder, NetWwater, Sri Lanka 

 

5. Prof. Dr. Khin Ni Ni Thein, Founder of Myanmar Water Academy, Ecocivilisation Wing 

Myanmar Chair, and HELP Expert Advisor, https://www.wateranddisaster.org/ 

 

 

About the webinar 

This webinar is part of the Ecocivilisation 2023 the Year of Water and Water as a Circular 

System of Life. The opening ceremony of the Year-Long-Event was introduced on 8th Feb 2023. 

https://www.ecocivilisation.eu/en/
https://www.water.go.jp/honsya/honsya/english/
https://www.adpc.net/
https://www.wateranddisaster.org/
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This webinar is the first scientific webinar of the monthly webinars. The title of this webinar is 

“Water Risk Reduction”. It will discuss about managing water-related risks and disasters by life-

long-water professionals as well as internationally well-known experts, who have been working 

in the field of water related disaster risk reduction, management, and governance. Their expertise 

and experience expressed at the Panel Discussion will be the basis for the audience to interact 

with panelists. One of the topics that comes out most urgent need to address is “Water and 

adaptation to climate change”.   

Climate change is reshaping the future for freshwater. More torrential rains, floods and droughts 

can be expected in many areas. Changing precipitation patterns are shifting rainy seasons and 

affecting the timing and quantity of melt water from snowpack and glaciers. Impacts on water 

quality can be expected and freshwater ecosystems are especially vulnerable. Adaptation is not 

about maintaining the status quo at all costs. Instead, it is about better managing water risks for 

an uncertain future. The next one comes as “Nature-based Solutions to Tackle Water-related 

Climate Risks”. Healthy ecosystems, and their associated services, can provide effective natural 

protection against water-related climate risks. Nature-based solutions have recently gained 

momentum in international policy discussions due to their potential to foster synergies between 

ecosystem health and human wellbeing, while also offering economic benefits.  

JWA, ADPC, GWP-SA, WfWP, MyanWA, Academicians and NGOs tackled these two main 

topics for many years. We will hear the firsthand experience from the relevant professionals and 

get the opportunity to interact with them. 

 

Agenda 

Wednesday, 22 February 2023 

10:00-10:02 

 (am CET) 

“Announcement of house rules for the webinar”  

Ms. Natasa Campelj 

10:02 - 10:07 

(am) 

“Opening remark and Grandmothers Prayer MUSIC” 

Dr. hc Violeta Bulc 

Founder and Curator of Ecocivilisation (https://www.ecocivilisation.eu/en/) 

10:07 - 10:10 

(am) 

“Introduction of the participants by the Moderator” 

Drs. Alice Bouman-Dentener 

Co-founder of CANSU Global and Vice President of WRTC International 

PANEL PRESENTATIONS 

10:10 - 10:20 

(am) 

“Mobilizing WISDOM for Water Risk Reduction” 

Mr. Tadashige Kawasaki, Water Resources Management Specialist, Japan Water 

Agency and former Research Fellow of Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) 

https://www.water.go.jp/honsya/honsya/english/ 

 

https://www.ecocivilisation.eu/en/
https://www.water.go.jp/honsya/honsya/english/
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10:20 - 10:30 

(am) 

“Asian Disaster Preparedness in the area of Water Risk Reduction” (The title 

may be edited further) 

Mr. Hans Guttman, Executive Director, Asian Disaster Preparedness Center 

(ADPC), and former CEO of MRC  https://www.adpc.net 

 

10:30-10:40 

(am) 

“Climate Risk as Primarily Water Risk: Cultural Theory understanding of its 

pluralized social construction” 

Mr. Dipak Gyawali, Academician of the Nepal Academy of Science and Technology, 

former Minister of Water Resources, Nepal 

 

10:40-10:50 

(am) 

“Women in Water Risk Reduction” (The title may be edited further) 

Ms. Kusum Athukorala, SC member of Women for Water Partnership (WfWP), 

Chair of GWP-South Asia, and Founder, NetWwater, Sri Lanka  

10:50-11:00 

(am) 

“HELP policy recommendations to Water Risk Reduction and its flagship 

initiatives” 

Prof. Dr. Khin Ni Ni Thein, Founder of Myanmar Water Academy, Ecocivilisation 

Wing Myanmar Chair, HELP Expert Advisor https://www.wateranddisaster.org/ 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS SESSION 

11:00-11:25 

(am) 

All Participants and Panelists moderated by the Moderator 

 

CONCLUSION 

11:25-11:30 

(am) 

“Concluding remark and next step” by a co-organizer of the Ecocivilisation Year 

of Water 2023 and water as a circular system of life 

  

 

 

https://www.adpc.net/
https://www.wateranddisaster.org/
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Background of the Event
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